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The history of golf in France goes back
more than a century. France's first course,
which was also the first for continental Europe,
opened in Pau in 1856.

Since then, France has built a reputation
for being the top destination in continental
Europe, with 550 courses designed by
prominent architects such as Robert Trent
Jones Snr. & Jnr., Pete Dye, Jack Nicklaus,
Tom Simpson, Gary Player, Robert Von
Hagge, and Harry Colt. Four of those courses
have been ranked among the top ten in Europe
by Golf Magazine USA. France hosts several
professional tournaments, including the French
Open, the fifth tournament of the European
PGA Tour, and the Evian Masters, second in
Europe after the British Open for the
International Ladies Tour. (Annika Sorenstam
and Michelle Wie played in the 2004
tournament.)

A golf course is never more than 30
minutes away from anyone, anywhere, in
France. Players have their pick of some choice
courses in Ducasse and Mouton-Rothschild

country: there are courses along the coast,

pure links, mountain courses, target golf

American-style or traditional golf, as the

British prefer. In short, any golfer can find
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France has only 350,000 registered
golfers, which means there's plenty of room
on the courses. There is no need to add two
additional players if the preference is to play
with one other person. In the same vein,
players can choose to walk the course instead
of using a buggy.

In busy periods, departures are scheduled
every 10 and, if players tee off during the
week, four golfers can play 18 holes in the
morning in less than four hours, have lunch
in the clubhouse and leave again for 18 holes
in the afternoon—an ideal situation for
dedicated golfers.

France is incomparable in the golfing
arena when one considers the gastronomic
environment that surrounds the sport. Here,
a pit stop at the ninth hole for a hamburger
is out of the question . The French play quickly
but enjoy food at great leisure. Meals served
in golf clubs are of the highest standard.
Obviously, French food is available wherever
you play, and more so when you choose to
stay in one of the numerous Chateaux Golf
and Country Clubs. Unlike clubs elsewhere,
these are authentic castles that sometimes
date back several centuries. Now transformed
into luxury hotels, they have individual golf
courses. Players can take a drive at the foot

of a majestic castle and relax in the four-star

comion of refurbished rooms, before enjoying
the delicacy of fried foie gras with champagne,
followed by crayfish a la provengale and then
a créme briilée glazed with brown sugar. Guests
can wind down the evening with a cognac and
cigarin the private salon of the castle before
embarking on another day of golf.

Wine is another attractive element of the
golfing experience in France. Although
Bordeaux and Bourgogne are perhaps the
most well-known of the wine regions of
France, you can taste exceptional vintages
(grands crus classés) everywhere in the
country The nec plus ultra is to combine golf
with wine-tasting visits. Play the Médoc
Chateau golf course in the momning.. (It was
the venue of the 1999 French Open, and each
hole is named after one of the renowned Médoc
wines--wouldn't it be exciting to tee off at the
Chatefiu Margaux?) Spend the aftemoon visiting
the medieval village of Saint-Emilion, before
being greeted by the owner of Chateau Angelus
for a private tasting,followed by dinner at the
Plaisance Hotel,rated one star by Michelin. This
would be a typical day for a golfer who enjoys
both gourmet cuisine and great Bordeaux wines.

France is renowned as an ideal holiday
destination even for those who don't golf. There

are castles, cathedrals, museums and villages

waiting to be explored and the latest trends in
fashion, perfume and jewellery can be found here.




